A statistical analysis of the population was performed with a test based on comparisons of medians and means, as described previously (8).
RESULTS

Peritoneal cell numbers:
We have previously found that there is a variable loss of cells during the different steps of fixation and staining with
Berberine. This loss is of the order of 20-60% but is unselective with respect to mast cells (7) Figure  7A represents the best hyperbolic curve fit (r = 0.89). The equation
for the regression line drawn in Figure   7B is: y = 0.lOx + 25.06, r = 0.88. The distribution of for 31 animals is shown as a histogram in Figure  5A for microscope fluorometry and in Figure  5B for flow cytofluorometry. The correlation between the flow cytofluorometric and the microscope fluorometric method of heparin quantitation is shown in Figure  6 .
The two methods showed an excellent correla- 7A and B) . The relation of heparim content to age was curved as illustrated in Figure  7A . The correlation with body weight, on the other hand, was almost linear (Fig.  7B ). 
DISCUSSION
